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the greenest tall residential building Lean and green:
ever seen in Britain, "It should buitders of the
generate as much energy as it needs Beacon Tower in
for its ion - 50 it 1l Hemet

becomes self-sustaining,” explains right, say it will
Ambi Singh, commercial director at be the most
Lumiere Developments, eco-friendly tall

*“It's the elegant combination of bullding in Britain;

TNergy ion with h Tower
energy-conservation strategies clalms to be the
that creates a building that has most eco-friendly
| been modelled to use Jess than 80 skyscraper In the
per cent of the heat and electricity world, top right
i f a normal i

tower." The building’s exterior will
have the highest density “solar farm”
in the UK. *Solar panels are elegantly
incorporated into the external
architecture of the building, creating
2 ‘solar ledge” that wraps around each

L ] level of the building, on the outside
of the balcony of each apartment,” |
Y says Singh, who has experience in the

energy as well as architectural sector.
With power generated from those
solar panels and by using the heat of

the building, residents at The Beacon
will get free electricity and hot water
for five years. Add in LED lighting,

: triple glazing, natural ventilation
systems and heat harvested from the
ground, and you have a block that uses
and loses much less heat and energy

| than is usual. “Think of peak load in
the morning when everyone hasa
shower. Si cent of that heat will

be reeovclg{ l‘:rm the shower system
- that's usually just all lost,” says Singh.
‘They've even thought of the noise
problems that plague today's densely
packed apartment buildings. “Imagine
someone's playing Def Leppard too
loud - we make sure the walls and |

A new tower in Hertfordshire claims it will be Britain’s | oo e vel insulated o fake mway
Recyeling points are on each

most eco-friendly high-rise, reports Chris Beanland | soor. andas for water? "potable and

hehighriseis | by covering it with plants. This ‘ Modern living: a

Koing green. “greening” of towers has become a bedroom Inside

Itseemshard | recurring architectural trope in recent | The Beacon,

T H E B E AC O N tobelieve that | years, and sometimes it can signal | the eco-friendly

N " atall, hulking | style over substance - in the case of the | tower in Hemel

EXEMPLAT LVING block made Bosco Verticale’s many imitators. Hempstead,
from huge The brand new Shanghai Tower, by | right; on the roof
amounts of the architects Gensler, claims Lo be one | terrace, top left
material and of the world's greenest skyscrapers,

consuming huge amounts of energy | as well as one of the tallest. Its

could ever be m{ething other than green features include rooftop wind

bad for our fragile environment. turbines, rainwater collection and re-

Yet conventional wisdom is being use, dual-layered insulation, energy-

chal architects and saving devices, and combined heating

scientists who are attempting to

and cooling - ita Leadershis
foster a new breed of “eco towers". in 5: and Em?hsvn:mml Da-Em
Bo! "ertical (Lng%thum rating.
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Middlesex,
of connocted towor blocks called
| Motopia, where cars would,
| Incredivly, travel oa the roofs of the
bu,lldlng\ all of which were t0 be set
in generous parkiand. This wlopian
dea, like something from a JG
Ballard novel, was never realised.
Tnmponlnlibobtmablgmn
| of The Beacon's modus operandi
| - electric cars and electric bikes will
| be available t0 reshlents. The car
Mmllumwnwmor
parked by a robot. *We have this
wvmndrml underground parking
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i 2010, Despite
s claioom bo be
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roaltop wind
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= It pretty cool, and it
also in the Shard” says Singh. “You
don’t have so many emissions down
there as it's antomsated - and it takes
up bews space”

Eco towers are spreading A fad

| perbaps, but pot necessarily a bad one.

| Cedres in the Swiss city of Lausanne.
Like his Milanese project, this tower
will bo covered in coniforous troes, in
order to trap dust, absoeh CO, and
release axyges.

“Dringing troos into the aky of a city

| means fighting the battle against the
| production of CO; In the place where

| itis generated mast, It's liko Aghring

| the encmy in ix own ferrifory,” says
Boerd, “With our projects we have
proved that a teee could grow in the
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| resddential busiding has just opened
« the first time the Indian Green

| Building Council has awarded =

| Groen Homes Gold certificate 1o
Buslding in Indiss socond-Birgost city,
Existing towers can be rotrofitied o
be groenes 100 ~ the 1967 tower block
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